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The Bible, in its wisdom, tells us that the world is passing away along with its desires and lusts. This statement 
comes from the Apostle John, who wrote in 1 John 2:17: ‘And the world with its lust is passing away, but the 
one who does the will of God remains forever." This passage calls believers to reflect on the transient nature of 
this world and to focus on what is eternal. But what does this mean, especially in the context of our current 
global environment? How can we understand this message in light of today's trends and the anticipated end 


times? 


The Bible often describes the world as temporary and fleeting. James 4:14 illustrates this by asking, "For you 
are like a vapor that appears for a little while, then vanishes." Our existence in this world is brief, and the things 
we often desire—such as wealth, power, and physical pleasures—are transient. The Apostle Peter also reminds 
us in 1 Peter 1:24 that "all flesh Is like grass, and all its glory like a flower of the grass. The grass withers, and 


the flower falls.” This reinforces the notion that earthly life and its accompanying desires are not permanent. 


Today, we see evidence of this in how rapidly societies and cultures are changing. Technological 
advancements, political unrest, economic instability, and social upheavals all point to the instability of the world. 
These are signs that the world, with all its allure, is indeed passing away. What once seemed permanent can be 


quickly overturned, revealing the fragility of our worldly systems and desires. 


The “/usts" of the world refer to desires that are contrary to God's will. They encompass not only immoral 
desires but also the excessive longing for material things and worldly pleasures. These lusts can distract us 
from our spiritual journey and from seeking God’s kingdom. In Romans 13:14, Paul advises believers to "put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires." This is a call to reject the 
temptations that the world presents and instead focus on spiritual growth and obedience to God. 

Current trends provide numerous examples of these worldly desires. The pursuit of fame, wealth, and power is 
prevalent in today’s culture, often glorified by media and popular culture. Many people are driven by the desire 
to acquire more, be more, or experience more, often at the expense of their spiritual well-being. The Bible 
warns against this in Matthew 6:19-21, where Jesus instructs, "Don't store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 


heaven.” 


In addition to warning us about the world passing away, the Bible also provides insight into the end times. 
Jesus, in His Olivet Discourse, describes various signs that would signal His imminent return, including wars, 
rumors of wars, famines, earthquakes, and an increase in wickedness (Viatthew 24:6-14). These signs are 


increasingly evident in our world today, suggesting that the fulfillment of these prophecies is drawing near. 


The rise of the Antichrist is one of the key events prophesied to occur before Christ's return. The Apostle Paul 
warns in 2 [hessalonians 2:3-4, "Don't let anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction." The 
Antichrist will be a figure of great deception, leading many away from the truth. The increasing deception and 
moral decay observed today, with the promotion of false ideologies and anti-Christian sentiments, may well be 


preparing the way for the Antichrist. 


For Christians, the idea that the world is passing away is not a cause for despair but rather a call to prepare for 
Christ’s return. The Bible speaks of the rapture, a time when believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-1/7). This event is a source of great hope for believers, signaling the beginning of 
eternal life with Christ and the end of earthly sorrows. 

The urgency of this message is more apparent today than ever. With global events aligning with biblical 
prophecy, Christians are encouraged to stay vigilant, remaining faithful and obedient to God’s word. Jesus 
Himself warns us in Luke 21:34-36 to "be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulled from carousing, 


drunkenness, and worries of life, or that day will come on you unexpectedly like a trap." 


Understanding that the world is passing away with its lusts should lead us to a life focused on eternal things. It 
calls for a rejection of worldly desires and a commitment to doing God's will. Jesus emphasizes in Matthew 
16:26, "For what will it benefit someone if he gains the whole world yet loses his life? Or what will anyone give 


in exchange for his life?" This verse highlights the futility of pursuing worldly gains at the expense of one’s soul. 


As believers, we must heed the warning that the world and its desires are temporary. We are encouraged to 
live with an eternal perspective, focusing on God’s promises and the hope of eternal life with Him. This 
understanding empowers us to navigate the challenges of this world, holding fast to our faith and the 


assurance of Christ’s return. 


In conclusion, the statement that the world is passing away with its lust is a profound reminder of the temporary 
nature of our current existence and the futility of pursuing worldly desires. As we witness the signs of the end 
times unfolding around us, we are reminded to remain steadfast in our faith, focusing on the eternal rather than 
the temporal. The world may be passing, but for those who do the will of God, there is the promise of eternal 
life. Let us, therefore, live in readiness for the return of Christ, mindful of the times we are in and committed to 


doing His will. 


Related Articles 


e Has the World Become Babylon, the Great City? 
e Is the Emerging New World Order Fulfilling Biblical Prophecy? 


¢ What Role Does Generation Z and Alpha Play in the End Times? 
¢ What Is the Millennium, and What Will Life Be Like During This Time? 


¢ What is the Difference between Being Religious and Being a Christian? 
¢ What Does Jesus Mean When He Says, "These People Honor Me with Their Lips"? 
¢ What Is the True World Hierarchy and How Does It Cooperate for the New World Order? 
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